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Our themes are: 
 Sunshine and 

Sunflowers
Shadows and 
Reflections

Early Years Foundation Stage – Nursery Class 

Summer Term 1

Our big questions are: 
Why sunshine is important for 

us?
 How are shadows formed?

Our big aims are:
To explore the 
natural world.
Learn how to 

look after plants. 
Explore how 
shadows are 

formed. 

•?



Early Years Foundation Stage – Nursery Class 

Summer Term –1 Sunshine and Sunflowers, Shadows and Reflections 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development Communication and Language Physical Development

In this theme, children will develop their understanding 
of each season of the year.  
They explore the natural world around them, making 
observations and drawing pictures of animals and 
plants. 
They will learn to express their ideas and feelings about 
their experiences using full sentences with modelling 
and support from their teacher.
They manage their own basic hygiene and personal 
needs,  including dressing, going to the  toilet, and 
understanding the  importance of healthy food  choices.

Children will learn to listen attentively and respond to 
what they hear with relevant questions, comments and 
actions when being read to and during whole class 
discussions and small group interactions.
Children will learn to hold a conversation, back-and-forth 
exchanges with their teacher and peers.
Children will learn to express their ideas and feelings 
about their  experiences using full sentences, including 
use of  past, present, and future  tense, and making use 
of  conjunctions, with modelling  and support from their  
teacher.
 

Children will experience gardening by using 
compost, seeds and plants. They will learn about the 
features of a plant, such as leaves, seeds and 
flowers.
Children will learn to move energetically, such as  
running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and 
climbing.
Children will learn to use a range of small tools, 
including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery.

Literacy Mathematics Understanding the World Expressive Arts and Design

Children will demonstrate an understanding of  
what is read to them by retelling stories and 
narratives  using their own words and  recently 
introduced  vocabulary. 
They will use and understand recently  introduced 
vocabulary during  discussions about stories, non 
fiction, rhymes, and poems and  during role-play. 
They will learn to say a sound for each letter in  
the alphabet and at least 10  digraphs. They will 
read words consistent with  their phonic 
knowledge by  sound-blending. 
They will read aloud simple sentences  and books 
that are consistent  with their phonic knowledge, 
including some common  exception words. 

Using White Rose Maths, 
children will learn about:
● Numerical patterns
● Subitising 
● Make games and actions
● Shape, space and 

measure
● Number

Children will explore the 
natural world  around them, 
making   observations and 
drawing  pictures of animals 
and plants. 
Children will develop scientific 
knowledge  through play 
activities, sharing   stories and 
non-fiction books  and 
discussion. 
Children will learn to sort 
group materials and  
resources and talk about how  
they are similar or different.

Children will learn to listen to a variety of sounds, 
take part in imaginative, creative and sensory play 
activities.
Children will learn to test their ideas, being 
imaginative and expressive.
Children will learn to invent, adapt and recount 
narratives and stories with peers and their teacher.
Children will learn to safely use and explore a 
variety of materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, texture, form 
and function.
Children will share their creations, explaining the 
process they have used.



Arabic Qur’aan Dua Halaqah

• Seasons and holidays
• Haroof

• Surah Falaq and 
• Surah Annas
• Surah Kausar

• Going into and coming 
out of the toilet

• Before and after eating
• Before sleep
• After waking up

• 5 pillars of Islam
• 5 daily prayers
• Nasheed
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These are the books 
we are learning about 
within our theme of: 

Sunshine and 
Sunflowers,

Shadows and 
Reflections.



Home learning activities for
Shadows and Reflections:

  How many     
different 

colours of 
flowers you 

can see?

Trips: TBC 

Visitors: Librarian

Arrange a walk in your 
local environment or visit a 
local park. During the walk, 

talk about how the 
environment has changed

Do all flowers 
smell nice?



Home learning activities for:
Sunshine and Sunflower

 Encourage your 
child to compare 

their treasures and 
talk about their 

experiences.

Explore the natural 
world around them, 
making observations 

of  plants.

Do the gardening 
activities with 

your child.


